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RACING TO
RECOVERY

When seven-year-old Karleigh’s little sister, 
Bryanna, turned five earlier this year there was 
cause for celebration. Not just because Bryanna 
was heading off to school, but because last 
year Karleigh missed out on the party. Instead, 
she was lying in Wellington Hospital’s intensive 
care unit.

On the 9th of September 2013, Karleigh and 
her family’s au pair were driving into Hawera 
to buy Bryanna a birthday present. They never 
made it. 

“I was at the doctor’s with Bryanna who had 
chicken pox when I heard the fire engines and 
emergency vehicles racing past,” recalls the 
girls’ mother, Robyn Moir. “A friend told me 
there had been an accident with a car vs bus 
but I never for one moment thought of Karleigh.”

But Karleigh was in the car and suffered two 
broken femurs, two broken arms and a broken 
collarbone. Sadly, the family’s au pair, Larissa 
Sirch, died at the scene. 

“As I was driving home my phone rang,” says 
Robyn. “It was another friend, the mother of 
one of the children on the bus, and she told me 
to come down. When I reached the scene, the 
Taranaki Rescue Helicopter was already there.”

Emergency services personnel had removed 
Karleigh from the car and placed her in the 
ambulance to stabilise her. “She doesn’t 
remember, but when I arrived I got into the 
ambulance with her and she said ‘I love you 
mummy’.”

Given the extent of Karleigh’s injuries, a 
decision had been made to fly Karleigh to 
Wellington Hospital. “I wasn’t able to travel with 
her in the Rescue Helicopter but I didn’t ever 
feel that I needed to either,” says Robyn. “The 
paramedics had a job to do and I knew Karleigh 
was going to be in safe hands.”

A year on and Karleigh has recovered 
remarkably well from her injuries. Robyn says 
Karleigh doesn’t talk much about the accident. 
“She’s dealt with it in her own way and is 
now getting on with things.” “We’ve had lots 
of little milestones this year,” says Robyn. 
“In September she ran in her school’s cross 
country and was also able to take her calf to pet 
day which she missed last year.”

But for Robyn and husband Craig, perhaps the 
greatest milestone is having their family back 
together. “One year later, we finally feel we’ve 
got our daughter back again.”

The Moir family would like to say a special thank you to the Taranaki 
Rescue Helicopter Team for the job they did for Karleigh that day, but also 
for the continuing contact Karleigh has had with them over the last year. 
Karleigh has loved her visits and spending time at the hangar. Taranaki is 
so lucky to have such a great service. Awesome job by an awesome team. 

AFTER A HORRIFIC CAR ACCIDENT, KARLEIGH NEILD WAS FLOWN TO WELLINGTON 
HOSPITAL BY THE TARANAKI COMMUNITY RESCUE HELICOPTER.  
YOUR SUPPORT ENSURED SHE GOT THE CARE SHE NEEDED - FAST.

Sir Graham Henry stole the crowd at our 
special charity evening in November. 
The event was made possible thanks to 
Farmlands, and more than $23,000 was 
raised for the Taranaki Community Rescue 
Helicopter. A special thanks to our sponsors, 
guests and winners of the auction items!

We have recently welcomed Crewman Ben 
Wallbank to our team. Ben is originally from 
the UK where he served as a Police officer for 
12 years, the last five of which were working 
on a Police/Air Ambulance helicopter.  He 
enjoys the great outdoors, which was his main 
attraction to New Zealand where he has now 
set up his new life in Taranaki.

MISSION: SIR 
GRAHAM HENRY

BEN : NEW CREWMAN

A huge thanks to the New Plymouth Joggers 
and Walkers Club, who raised $8,000 for our 
service, through the Taranaki Daily News Half 
Marathon this year. There were five people 
entered running for the rescue helicopter 
including crewman Ben. Thank you and well 
done to all participants and supporters!

JOGGERS & WALKERS



Mission Sponsor: BW OFFSHORE
Thank you for your donation!
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As a non-profit organisation, every year brings 
with it many challenges, both financial and 
operational. But as I begin to look back over 
2014, several things stand out, in particular your 
support. 

It’s simple. The Taranaki Rescue Helicopter 
Trust couldn’t continue the life-saving work 
it does without the support of FRIENDS, 
corporate sponsors, community members, staff, 
volunteers and their families. On behalf of the 
Trust, I want to say we are truly grateful to every 
single one of you who supported us in 2014.

Over the last 12 months we have seen a rise in 
emergency response work and an increase in 
the number of high-level missions our crew has 
undertaken.  Many of these, such as the Scott 
Donaldson recovery mission, received great 
coverage and support from our media partners, 
in particular the Taranaki Daily News and the 
NZME. These rescue and recovery missions 
cement the very real need for the TRHT’s 
service in the Taranaki community and just how 
vital your support continues to be.

On a financial note, this year has been very 
successful in raising capital to fund major 
maintenance items on the helicopter. These 
are required for regulatory reasons. In 2014, 
we needed to replace both engines and the 
tail rotor gear box, which cost in excess of 
$1.2million. 

Thanks to your generous support and that of our 
key sponsors, this maintenance was achieved 
and our aircraft now has another 4,000 flying 
hours before any more major work is required. 
However, this does not cover the unexpected or 
regular servicing and parts replacement that are 
required in the interim period, which is why we 
must now focus on rebuilding our contingency 
fund for the future. We must also be mindful of 
provisioning for future replacement. 

This year we farewelled crewmen Jayden 
Strickland and Phil Dwyer and welcomed Andy 
Cronin and Ben Wallbank. We also celebrated 
the arrival of the youngest member of the TRHT 
team, with the birth of a wee boy for Andy and 
his family.

As the festive season descends upon us, I 
would like to wish you a very safe and happy 
holiday season. Take care on the roads as 
you drive to see loved ones and ensure the 
environment in which you enjoy your chosen 
recreational pursuits is a conducive one. 

On behalf of all the TRHT trustees and 
their respective wards, thank you for your 
unwavering support in 2014. We look forward to 
working with you and for you in the New Year.

Season’s greetings and best wishes,

Bryce Barnett 
Chairman 
Taranaki Rescue Helicopter Trust

DECEMBER: Our team responded to 
a motor vehicle accident in Raurimu. 
The Fire Service and Police closed 
SH4 so the helicopter could land safely 
and close to the patient, who was then 
flown to Waikato Hospital.

AUGUST: Our crew retrieved a group 
of six climbers from the Upper Lake 
Dive Track on Mt Taranaki. 

With the help of two of our amazing 
Alpine Team volunteers we were able 
to winch the group to the aircraft and 
deliver them to safety.

OCTOBER: An injured patient was 
transported from Turoa skifield to 
Waikato Hospital. Enroute back to 
Base, the team were diverted to 
Mahoe, to airlift a patient to Taranaki 
Base Hospital. 

MISSION SNAPSHOTS

FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
THIS YEARTHANK YOU

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE


